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Okeechobee water was diverted 
east and west and needs to be 

sent back to the Everglades
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Estimated ASR storage volumes over 
time in CERP.  (from Van Lent, 
Everglades Foundation presentation to 
WRAC Issues Committee 2-19-09)





2007 “Northern Everglades”
• 900,000-1.3 million acre-feet of 

storage needed north of lake
• But, STA 3-4 can only treat about 

250,000 acre-feet of Okeechobee 
water (less in storm years)

• EAA produces another ~1 million 
acre-feet runoff in average year

• ASR technology not able to meet 
previous goals







Upstream vs. downstream storage

Upstream
• Allows water cleansing
• Helps avoid extreme low 

levels (improves water 
supply for lake)

• Flexibility in directing dry 
season deliveries

• Large area for projects, 
with habitat values

• Attenuate inflows 
(prevent deep water)

Downstream
• Reduce backpumping
• Capture EAA runoff
• Water supply availability 

for EAA, WCAs
• Footprint efficiency (large 

structures)
• “Pop-off” valve for Lake 

during deep water









Questions before final design

• How much extra water can we regularly expect in 
Okeechobee during wet periods?

• How much of that water can go south, and how 
much should?

• How many STA acres are need to clean the 
Okeechobee water, especially in wet scenarios?

• Are STAs in the EAA adequate for EAA runoff?
• How much carry-over water would be needed to 

protect against drought?



Recommendations

• Finalize the numbers
• Remember ups and downs of different 

approaches
• Continue other on-going efforts (Northern 

Everglades, Estuary plans, CERP, KRR)
• Find partners?  Feds, Agricultural 

operations
• Finish the River of Grass Initiative!!!



Questions/comments?
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